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Free Chinese course on busuu.com 

Who starts learning Chinese will feel the success soon 

 

Madrid, 15 February 2012 – busuu.com, the world’s leading online community for 

language learning, is launching a new, free course for the most spoken language in the 

world: Chinese. Within a few weeks, beginners and intermediate students can learn 

Chinese, more precisely Mandarin, with busuu.com. To practise their learnings, they 

can talk to Chinese native speakers of the busuu.com community via the integrated 

video-chat. The learning units of the new Chinese course include more than 3,000 

vocabulary words and key phrases, as well as reading and writing exercises that create 

an intuitive and fun learning experience. 

More than a billion people worldwide speak Chinese. Not only this, China is also the 

second largest economy of the world. Knowing Chinese, one will discover one of the 

world’s oldest civilisations with over 5000 years of culture and traditions. In addition, it 

helps to impress employers and business associates and thus will grant advantages in 

the professional world. Still, a lot of people don’t dare to start learning Chinese – even 

though it’s really not that difficult. 

Chinese is a tonal language that is fun to learn 

Especially beginners will make quick progress: Once the pronunciation has been 

learned, the spoken Chinese is easily mastered. Chinese is a musical language: 

syllables are divided into more than four different tones and each tone stands for a 

different meaning. In English, tones are only used unconsciously to express different 

emotions, as for example anger or surprise. The Chinese grammar is easy for 

beginners, too: There is no declination or conjugation.  

Free: More than 150 learning units 

The basic version of busuu.com is completely free and covers the course levels A1, A2, 

B1 and B2. It includes more than 150 learning units that are interactive and engaging 

to motivate the student. Users study the most important vocabulary words and key 

phrases with audio-visual learning material and they can test their progress at the end 

of each learning unit. In addition, students can find native speakers in the busuu.com 

community to practise Chinese via the integrated video-chat. The community’s Chinese 

native speakers also correct writing exercises of the students that are learning their 

language and give them advice on how to improve their skills. 

Premium Membership includes Video Units and Podcasts 

From only 4.99 Euro per month, busuu.com Premium users get access to audio files for 

more than 3,000 vocabulary words and key phrases, as well as listening 

comprehension exercises. Besides, more than 35 grammar units, as well as Video Units 
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and Podcasts, are available for them in over 150 learning units. Voice Recording 

Exercises, customised tests and a busuu.com Certificate round off the deal. Also 

included in the Premium Membership is a special Travel Course which prepares Chinese 

learners for their future travels to China. 

 

About busuu.com 

busuu.com (http://www.busuu.com) is the most active language learning community 

with more than 6 million users from all over the world. The site provides free access to 

audio-visual online courses for currently twelve different languages, namely Spanish, 

German, French, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Polish, Turkish, Arabic, Japanese, 

Chinese and English.  

Language skills can also be directly improved together with other native speakers from 

the community via an integrated video-chat application and peer-to-peer text 

corrections. Consequently, each user of busuu.com is not only a 'student' of a foreign 

language, but also a 'tutor' of their own mother tongue. 

The start-up was founded in Madrid in early 2008. It was an official project of 

UNESCO’s International Year of Languages in 2008. The website has received several 

awards including AlwaysOn Global 250 Winner 2009, Language Label 2009 from the 

European Commission, CeBIT Innovation Award 2010, Red Herring European Winner 

2010, and 'Best Education Startup' at The Europas TechCrunch Awards in 2011.  

The name of the site comes from the Busuu language of Cameroon, which according to 

an ethnological study from the 80s is spoken by only 8 people. 

More information: http://www.busuu.com/press 

 


